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4.1 Subject pronouns
Subject pronouns in Hebrew have singular and plural forms, and they also
distinguish between masculine and feminine in the second and third persons.
For example, nnR is 'you' when speaking with a man, and nR& is 'you' when
speaking with a woman. Likewise, onR is 'you’ when speaking with a group of
men or a mixed group, and ipR is 'you' when speaking to a group of women.

The first-person pronouns ‘I’ and 'we’ are the same regardless of the gender
of the speaker. There are two versions of the pronoun ‘I' that appear in the
Hebrew Bible. The most common is =&, but "2ix also appears frequently.
There's no clear difference in meaning between these two pronouns.

Singular Plural
Masculine Feminine Masculine ‘ Feminine
IR/ 0IR | NN we
AR Igh you (BIgh IR you
R 871 | he/she o nIm | they

4.2 Verbless clauses
Just like the sentences in the previous lessons, the sentences in this lesson
are verbless. In Hebrew, a simple clause can be formed by juxtaposing the
subject and the complement that describes it, with no verb necessary. The
complement may be a noun (as in 1) or an adjective (asin 2). In later lessons
we will also encounter a prepositional phrase here to describe the location of
the subject.

You (are) a donkey. 2inn NnK
You (are) small. qOR NRR | 2

In some contexts, we may also see the complement come first and the subject
afterward.

What (is) she? R 3
A small woman (is) she. | X7 730p NWR | 4

’3 Conjunction. It has many translations in different contexts, but here
it marks a counter-statement after a negative statement, similar "to the
contrary”. This use is often simply translated "but” or "but rather”
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